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Cuadros from Pamplona Alta:  

Textile Pictures by Women of Peru

EXHIBITION FACT SHEET
ORGANIZED BY:
CON/VIDA – Popular Arts of the Americas

Co-Directors: Barbara Cervenka, O.P., and Marion Jackson, Ph.D.,


DESCRIPTION:
Cuadros, or pictures, are Peruvian textile wall hangings that depict life in the barrios, or shantytowns, outside of Lima, Peru. They are embroidered and appliquéd using scraps of cotton and other materials by women living and working in Pamplona Alta. There, as in much of  Peru, living conditions have grown worse through the past years; political instability and economic hardship, combined with the terrorism and military repression during the 1980s, challenge and threaten ordinary daily life.  Throughout the turmoil women have worked to provide sustenance and stability for their families.  The making of cuadros represents an art of survival, which documents their struggle while providing a source of income.

The cuadros represent women in action:  collecting food, engaged in work programs, 

marching for food and milk for their children.  These textiles record the hopes and concerns of a strong and patient people, who have known poverty and displacement, hard work and constant struggle.  While they present painful realities, the cuadros show at the same time hope and courage, presenting the story through bright colors, decorative patterns and lively details.  

CONTENTS:
About seventy cuadros of varying sizes, photographs of Pamplona Alta and of the women making cuadros;  labels, descriptive panels, and documentary materials.

TERMS:
Rental:  $1000.00 for eight weeks, $600 for each additional month, plus shipping (via UPS) and insurance.   The exhibition is packed in about five cardboard boxes.  Shipping costs are usually less than $100 one way in the continental US. Insurance: $38,000

REQUIREMENTS:
The exhibition requires abut 300 feet of wall space, but can be adjusted to meet varying 


spaces.

EXHIBITION  SCHEDULE:
Among other venues, the cuadros have been exhibited at 


1989

The School of Art at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 


1990

Mardigan Library at the University of Michigan, Dearborn  





Siena Heights University, Adrian, MI  




Clarke College, Dubuque, IA




Ella Sharp Museum, Jackson, MI  


1991

Earlham College, Richmond, IN  




Art and Culture Gallery, Alverno College, Milwaukee, WI  




Festivale International de Louisiane, Lafayette, LA  








The Museum for Textiles, Toronto, Ontario




Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, PA.





University of Wisconsin, LaCrosse, WI




1992

Barry University, Miami, FL











Dennos Museum Center, Traverse City, MI






Radford University, Radford VA






Mt. St. Vincent College, Halifax, Nova Scotia



1993

Michigan State University Museum, E. Lansing, MI
 





Cleveland State University Gallery, Cleveland, OH


1994

Parkland College, Champaign, IL




The Field Museum, Chicago, IL

1999 Sisters of the Holy Cross, Notre Dame, IN

2000 University of Montana at Billings, MT

University of the Incarnate Word, San Antonio TX

2001 Gifts of Art, University of Michigan Hospitals, Ann Arbor, MI

2003

Center for Women and Gender Studies, University of Michigan

2004

Museo de las Americas, Denver, CO

2005

St, Thomas University, St. Paul, MN

2006

St. Mary Basilica Gallery, Minneapolis, MN



Swords into Plowshares Peace Gallery, Detroit, MI

2007 

University of Detroit-Mercy, Detroit, MI



Princeton Theological Seminary, NJ

2008 Marywood University, Scranton, PA

2009 Gustavus Adolphus College, St, Peter, MN
CONTACT:

Con/Vida – Popular Arts of the Americas





440 Burroughs,  Suite 365

Detroit, MI  48202  U.S.A.

Tel:  313-405-6443

Website:   www.convida.org
Barbara Cervenka – bcervenk@comcast.net

Marion Jackson –    mjackson@wayne.edu
